
 
 
 

 

Statements of Faith 
 

Note to Readers 
 

This well-researched document is designed not to be copyrighted and was drawn from a variety 

of trusted sources including Hope For The Heart to benefit Christian ministries, churches, and 

organizations. We simply ask that any and all quoted material maintain the integrity, content, and 

context as presented in this document.  

May the Word of the Lord be a lamp unto your feet and bless you as described in Psalm 119:2 

“Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with their whole 

heart, who also do no wrong, but walk in His ways!” 

May the discernment of the Lord be upon you in all that you do. 

 
Sincerely, 
  

Rolfe and Lea Carawan 
 
Rolfe and Lea Carawan 
Transformed Living Ministry 
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Statements of Faith  

The leadership of LifeMatters Church, Inc. has outlined several statements of faith that define our 
beliefs around our calling, community, expressions of faith, outreach, doctrinal statements, marriage 
and human sexuality and abortion.  These statements of faith are the internal beliefs that guide 
individual and corporate actions but are not necessarily reflected as primary areas of concentration in 
our strategy.  
 
Calling 
Our calling includes both introduction to and encouragement to remain in a life of full devotion to Jesus 
Christ (Colossians 3:17). We are charged with encouraging, equipping, serving and sustaining Christians. 
We do this by displaying our Christian philosophies, values, missions and goals in ministerial, members, 
employees and volunteers and those whom our ministry serves. Overt religious purpose, as well as 
related religious purpose all serve as methods that LifeMatters Church, Inc. utilizes to instill our religious 
values and beliefs, both expressly and by example. Guided by Holy Scripture and the Holy Spirit, 
LifeMatters Church, Inc.’s Governing Documents, Doctrines, Mission Statement, Statements of Faith, Job 
Responsibility, Positional Statements, Handbooks, Agreements and Contracts and Website or Social 
Media Content reflect our calling and all ministerial, members, employees and volunteers are therefore 
subject to them including discipline, mediation and termination policies.  
 
Community 
LifeMatters Church, Inc. is dedicated to serving and providing for its community. We exist to foster a 
Christ-like environment of persons subscribing to our religious beliefs and faith. We believe that our 
success is derived from participating in a larger religious community. For this reason, individual 
members of our body play a large role in furthering our mission and viewpoint as a Ministry.  

 
Associating with like-minded Christians reinforces LifeMatters Church, Inc.’s Christian purpose and is 
vital to the perpetuation of our faith (2 Corinthians 6:14, 2 John 1:9-11, 1 Corinthians 15:33). We are 
committed to being and making disciples who understand what it means to follow Jesus Christ into a life 
of worship, fellowship, sacrifice, service and being led by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19, Acts 1:8, John 
15:16, Mark 16:15). Our mission as the body of Christ is to participate, share and encourage each other 
toward spiritual growth (I Thessalonians 5:11, Hebrews 10:23-25, Colossians 3:16).  
 
Involvement in our Ministry requires a tangible commitment to our beliefs and mission as outlined in 
LifeMatters Church, Inc.’s Written Statements of Faith – and are therefore subject to all of its discipline, 
mediation and termination policies, which are incorporated herein by reference, as if fully set forth herein.  
 
Expression of Faith 
LifeMatters Church, Inc. intends to transmit our system of religious beliefs, tradition, Christian morals, 
reverence and values. We do so by engaging in the community and individuals’ lives and through all 
activities in which we participate. Likewise, we believe that all behavior of members and representatives 
of the Ministry is communicative in nature, exemplifying and expressing our faith, both publically and 
privately (1 Peter 2:12). Any member or representative who propounds a point of view contrary to our 
beliefs as stated in our Written Statements of Faith, which are incorporated herein by reference as if 
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fully set forth herein, will impair LifeMatters Church, Inc.’s integrity and ability to disseminate its 
religious views and message (James 4:4, 1 Corinthians 5:11-12) and therefore, are subject to discipline, 
mediation and termination policies, which are incorporated herein. 
 
Outreach 
We take very seriously the Biblical charge to be a Christian presence in a secular world (Matthew 5:14-
16). Therefore, all activities that LifeMatters Church, Inc. engages in are intended to further its religious 
purpose, as stated in our Mission Statement. As such, all of our activities are considered an outgrowth of 
LifeMatters Church, Inc.’s mission. 
 
DOCTRINAL BELIEFS 
 
The Bible 

• We believe the Holy Bible is the infallible Word of God—entirely without error based on the 
original handwritten documents. 

“Every word of God is flawless” (Proverbs 30:5). 

• We believe God divinely inspired human beings to write all the words in the Bible, the 66 books of 
the Old and New Testaments, to express His authoritative revelation to the world. 

“Prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 

• We believe the Bible provides the principles for our faith and practice, revealing how to live our lives. 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:16–17). 

 
God 

• We believe there is only one living and true God, the all-powerful Creator, Supreme Ruler, and 
Sustainer of the Universe. (See Deuteronomy 4:39; Psalm 90:2.) 

“You alone are the Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, 
the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the 
multitudes of heaven worship you” (Nehemiah 9:6). 

• We believe the eternally existing God is revealed in three persons as the Trinity: God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, each equally and fully deity and each equally possessing all 
the attributes and characteristics of personality—mind, will, and emotion. 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

• We believe no God exists apart from the eternal God of the Bible. He alone possesses natural 
attributes unique to the nature of God (e.g., God is always omniscient, omnipotent, and 
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omnipresent). At the same time, He possesses moral attributes revealing the character of God (e.g., 
God is always wise, loving, and faithful). (See Jeremiah 9:24; 1 John 4:8.) 

“I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from 
the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all 
that I please.’ ... What I have said, that I will bring about; what I have planned, that I will do” (Isaiah 
46:9–11). 

 
Jesus Christ 

• We believe Jesus Christ is God the Son and Savior of the World. He became flesh through His 
miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit and His virgin birth. He is, therefore, perfect deity and 
perfect humanity, which are fully united and exhibited in one person. (See Matthew 1:18; Luke 2:11; 
John 1:1–3, 14; 4:42.) 

“No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God ... has made him known” 
(John 1:18). 

• We believe He lived a sinless life and voluntarily paid the penalty for the sins of all people by 
His sacrificial death on the cross as our substitute. 

“He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world” (1 John 2:2). 

• We believe in His bodily resurrection, His ascension into heaven, His present ministry as High 
Priest and Mediator, and His future role as Judge of all humanity. (See Mark 16:6; Acts 1:9; 
Hebrews 4:15.) 

“The Father judges no one but has entrusted all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22). 
 
The Holy Spirit 

• We believe the Holy Spirit is God, whose present ministry in the world is to reveal and glorify 
Christ and to convict and draw sinners to Christ. (See John 16:14; Acts 5:3–4.) 

“When he [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8). 

• We believe His present ministry within Christians is to regenerate, baptize, and seal them into the 
body of Christ and impart spiritual gifts to each of them. (See 1 Corinthians 12:4, 7–11; Titus 3:5.) 

“You also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession” (Ephesians 1:13–14). 

• We believe His permanent, indwelling presence within Christians empowers them to live godly 
lives. (See Galatians 5:16.) 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own” (1 Corinthians 6:19). 
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Creation 

• We believe God created all things by His almighty power. 

“By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was 
not made out of what was visible” (Hebrews 11:3). 

• We believe the Genesis account of creation is to be understood historically and literally, not 
allegorically or figuratively. (See Genesis chapters 1 and 2.) 

• We believe all three members of the triune God participated in the Creation. (See Genesis 1:1–2; 
Revelation 4:11.) 

“In him [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him” 
(Colossians 1:16). 

 
Humanity 

• We believe all people everywhere are created in the image of God. 

“God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.” (Genesis 1:27) 

• We believe Adam, the first man, sinned and as a result, all people inherited a natural bent to sin and 
thus are spiritually dead. (See Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23.) 

“Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 
people, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). 

• We believe God offers salvation and the gift of eternal life to all people through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and He desires that no one should perish. (See 2 Peter 3:9.) 

“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 
 
Salvation 

• We believe God saves people from the penalty of sin when they entrust their lives to Jesus Christ 
alone, receiving Him as their personal Lord and Savior. This salvation is a result not of good works, 
but of God’s grace—a gift no one deserves—when they put their faith in Jesus Christ. (See Romans 
10:9; Acts 4:12.) 

“It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). 

• We believe God saves people from the power of sin by giving them a new heart, a new spirit, and a 
new way of behaving. (See Ezekiel 36:26–27; Romans 7:21–25.) 

“Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose” (Philippians 2:12–13). 
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• We believe God saves people from the presence of sin, where in heaven Christians will be like 
Christ and where He will keep them eternally secure. (See John 10:28; Hebrews 9:26.) 

“What we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be 
like him” (1 John 3:2). 

 
The Christian Walk 

• We believe Christians sin and are, therefore, called to confess their sins to God—not for salvation, 
since they are already saved, but to regain a clear conscience before God and to not give Satan a 
foothold in their lives. (See Psalm 32:3–5.) 

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:8–9). 

• We believe God calls all Christians to live holy lives through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
(See Galatians 2:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:7.) 

“So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). 

• We believe Christians are called to love one another as Christ loves them so that everyone will 
know they are His disciples. (See John 13:34–35.) 

“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever 
loves others has fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8). 

 
The Church 

• We believe the church, “the body of Christ,” is composed of all those who have put their faith in 
Christ. (See Colossians 1:18.) 

“You are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). 

• We believe baptism is a symbol of identification with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 
(See Acts 10:47–48; 1 Corinthians 1:17.) 

“Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his” 
(Romans 6:3–5). 

• We believe all Christians should assemble regularly in local churches for worship, for observing the 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, for mutual encouragement and discipline, and for 
carrying out God’s purpose in this world. (See Matthew 18:15–17; 1 Corinthians 11:23–24.) 

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another” (Hebrews 
10:24–25). 
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The Future 

• We believe in the imminent, personal, visible return of Christ to inaugurate His kingdom in which 
He will reign in power and glory for 1,000 years. 

“Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over 
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years” 
(Revelation 20:6). 

• We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost, resulting in the everlasting, 
conscious, blessed state of the saved and the everlasting, conscious punishment of the unsaved. 
(See Matthew 25:31–32, 34, 41, 46; Revelation 20:12–13, 15.) 

“I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book 
was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as 
recorded in the books” (Revelation 20:12). 

• We believe in the second coming of Christ, the rapture of believers—both the living and the dead— 
and the establishment of a new order within a new heaven and new earth. (See Isaiah 65:17; Acts 
1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:17.) 

“Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. 
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. “He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death” or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away’” (Revelation 21:1–4). 

 
Marriage and Human Sexuality 
Preamble 

• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct must be evaluated on the basis of Holy 
Scripture, which is our infallible guide (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Since the Holy Bible does speak to 
the nature of human beings and their sexuality, it is imperative that we correctly understand 
and articulate what the Bible teaches on these matters. 

• We are committed to the home and family as set forth in Holy Scripture. We believe God has 
ordained and created marriage to exist between one man and one woman, with absolute 
marital fidelity. The Bible sets forth specific home and family values, which include the distinct 
roles of husbands and wives, fathers and mothers and children. It is our firm conviction that we 
uphold the dignity of each individual as we embrace the unchanging and longstanding principles 
of scriptural truth. 

 
Religious Beliefs – Based on Holy Scripture and the constant moral teaching of the universal Church, we 
believe: 

• Marriage —LifeMatters Church, Inc. defines marriage as the permanent, exclusive, 
comprehensive and conjugal “one flesh” union of one man and one woman, intrinsically ordered 
to procreation and biological family, and in furtherance of the moral, spiritual and public good 
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of binding father, mother and child (Genesis 1:27-28, Genesis 2:18-24, Matthew 19:4-9, Mark 
10:5-9, Ephesians 5:31-33).  

• Sexual Immorality — The Ministry believes that sexual acts outside marriage are prohibited as 
sinful. Consequently, LifeMatters Church, Inc. ministerial, members, employees and must resist 
and refrain from any and all sexual acts outside marriage — including but not limited to 
adultery, fornication, incest, zoophilia, pornography, prostitution, voyeurism, pedophilia, 
exhibitionism, sodomy, polygamy, polyamory, sologamy or same-sex sexual acts (Exodus 20:14, 
Leviticus 18:7-23, Leviticus 20:10-21, Deuteronomy 5:18, Matthew 15:19, Matthew 5:27-28, 
Matthew 15:19, Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-13, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, Hebrews 13:4, 
Galatians 5:19, Ephesians 4:17-19, Colossians 3:5). 

• Sexual Identity —LifeMatters Church, Inc. believes that God created mankind in His image: male 
(man) and female (woman), sexually different but with equal personal dignity. Consequently, 
LifeMatters Church, Inc. members must affirm their biological sex and refrain from any and all 
attempts to physically change, alter or disagree with their predominant biological sex — 
including but not limited to elective sex-reassignment, transvestite, transgender or non-binary 
“genderqueer” acts or conduct (Genesis 1:26-28, Romans 1:26-32, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

• Sexual Orientation — LifeMatters Church, Inc. believes that God created and ordered human 
sexuality to the permanent, exclusive, comprehensive and conjugal “one flesh” union of man 
and woman, intrinsically ordered to procreation and biological family, and in furtherance of the 
moral, spiritual and public good of binding father, mother and child. Consequently, LifeMatters 
Church, Inc. members must affirm the sexual complementarity of man and woman and resist 
any and all same-sex sexual attractions and refrain from any and all same-sex sexual acts or 
conduct, which are intrinsically disordered (Genesis 1:27, Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4-6, Mark 
10:5-9, Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Ephesians 5:25-27, Revelation 19:7-9, Revelation 
21:2). 

• Sexual Redemption — LifeMatters Church, Inc. believes that all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God and should seek redemption through confession, repentance, baptism and faith in 
Jesus Christ. Consequently, LifeMatters Church, Inc. members must treat with respect, 
compassion and sensitivity all who experience same-sex attractions or confess sexually immoral 
acts but are committed to resisting sexual temptation, refraining from sexual immorality and 
conforming their behavior to LifeMatters Church, Inc.’s Statements of Faith (Matthew 11:28-30, 
Romans 3:23, Ephesians 2:1-10, I Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 2:17-18, Hebrews 4:14-16). 

• Celibacy — LifeMatters Church, Inc. believes that Holy Scripture grants two life-enhancing 
options for human sexual behavior: (1) the conjugal “one flesh” marital union of one man and 
one woman, and (2) celibacy. Either is a gift from God, given as He wills for His glory and the 
good of those who receive and rejoice in His gift to them. Celibacy and faithful singleness is to 
be celebrated and affirmed within LifeMatters Church, Inc. (Genesis 1:27-28, 2:18, 21-24; 
Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10:5-8; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Corinthians 7:1-8; Matthew 19:12; 1 Corinthians 
12:12-13; Romans 12:10; 1 Timothy 5:1-2). 

 
Holy Scripture 

• Genesis 1:26-28 
• Genesis 2:18-24 
• Genesis 19:5-10 
• Exodus 20:14 
• Leviticus 18:7-23 

• Leviticus 20:10-21 
• Deuteronomy 5:18 
• Judges 19:22-24 
• Matthew 5:27-28 
• Matthew 15:19 
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• Matthew 19:4-9 
• Mark 10:5-9 
• Romans 1:26-27 
• 1 Corinthians 6:9-13 
• 1 Corinthians 5:21 
• Galatians 5:19 
• Ephesians 4:17-19 
• Ephesians 5:25-27 

• Ephesians 5:31 
• Colossians 3:5 
• 1 Thessalonians 4:3 
• Hebrews 13:4 
• 1 Timothy 1:8-10 
• Jude 1:7 
• Revelation 19:7-9 
• Revelation 21:2 

 
Application – All of our ministerial, members, employees and volunteers must affirm and adhere to this 
Doctrinal and Religious Absolute statement on marriage and human sexuality to qualify for involvement 
with the Ministry. This is necessary to accomplish our mission. Behavior or counter-witnessing that does 
otherwise will impede and burden our integrity and mission. We believe that God’s grace can wipe the 
slate of guilt and sin, though the consequences are still incurred.  
 
Authority – The Bible is the inspired and infallible Word of God, acting as the source of authority over 
morality, our beliefs, Christian lifestyle and conduct. The President and Board of Directors are charged 
with the responsibility of Biblical interpretation and promulgating policy. The President’s and Board of 
Directors’ authority will determine life application as well as final matters relating to organizational 
statements of faith, philosophy, Christian practice, faith, divine truth, morality, and theological and 
doctrinal resolutions. 
 
Abortion 
Preamble 

• We believe that all matters of faith and conduct must be evaluated on the basis of Holy 
Scripture, which is our inspired, infallible and inerrant guide (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Because Holy 
Scripture speaks to creation and human life, it is imperative that we correctly understand, 
articulate and abide by what Holy Scripture teaches on this matter. 

• We believe that God has created mankind in His image (Imago Dei) and that human life begins 
at fertilization. God, in his infinite sovereignty, uniquely formed human beings and gave them a 
special dignity, personal freedom and individual accountability among all the works of creation. 
Human beings have been made for relationship with God and to be good and faithful stewards 
of creation. God created each person’s inmost being, knitting each person together in his 
mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13). As God’s individualized and personal creation, each person is 
fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14). God has ordained all the days of each person’s 
life before they came to be (Psalm 139:16). 

 
Religious Beliefs – Based on Holy Scripture and the constant moral teaching of the Church, we believe: 

• From the moment of fertilization until natural death, every human life is sacred because every 
human life has been created by God, in His image and likeness. 

• From the moment of fertilization, every human life must be recognized, respected and 
protected as having the rights of a person and the inviolable right to life.  

• The right to life and physical integrity of every unborn human life is inviolable —it is not a 
concession made by society or the state, but is instead inherent to the unborn human life by 
virtue of its creation in the image of God. 

• Because human life begins at the moment of fertilization, it is against our religious and moral 
conviction to formally or materially cooperate in the termination of unborn human life. 
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• We are strongly committed to the preservation and defense of unborn human life, which 
compels our religious, moral, and ethical duty to defend unborn human life from destruction, 
whether by surgical abortion or use of drugs, devices or services that have the intent, design, 
effect or risk of terminating unborn human life or preventing its implantation and growth post-
fertilization. 

• The Church and all her ministers and ministries should publicly witness to society and to the 
state regarding the intrinsic, inherent and inviolable dignity of all human life, from fertilization 
to natural death. 

 
Holy Scripture – In standing against abortion, this Ministry incorporates by reference the following Holy 
Scriptures (NIV), which are cited in the statements, resolutions, commentaries or doctrines of many 
denominations who hold to these standards.

• Genesis 1:26-27  
• Genesis 25:21-22  
• Exodus 20:13  
• Psalm 22:9-10  
• Psalm 139:13-16 

• Isaiah 44:1-2  
• Isaiah 49:5  
• Job 10:8-12  
• Jeremiah 1:4-5  
• Luke 1:39-45 

 
Application – All of our ministerial, members, employees and volunteers must affirm and adhere to this 
Statement of Faith on Abortion to qualify for involvement with this Ministry. This is necessary to 
accomplish our religious mission, goals and purpose. Behavior or counter-witnessing that does 
otherwise will impede and burden our integrity and mission, inviting scandal on the Ministry and 
therefore, are subject to discipline and termination policies which are incorporated herein. This Ministry 
believes that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and should seek redemption through 
confession, repentance, baptism and faith in Jesus Christ. Consequently, Ministry ministerial, members, 
employees and volunteers must welcome and treat with respect, compassion and sensitivity all who 
have endured the tragedy of abortion but are sincerely and resolutely committed to conform their 
behavior to this Ministry’s Statement of Faith on Abortion. 
 
Authority – Holy Scripture is the inspired, infallible and inerrant Word of God, acting as the source of 
authority over morality, our beliefs, Christian lifestyle and conduct. The President and Board of Directors 
are charged with the responsibility of Biblical interpretation and promulgating policy. The President’s 
and Board of Directors’ authority will determine life application as well as final matters relating to 
organizational statements of faith, philosophy, Christian practice, faith, divine truth, morality, and 
theological and doctrinal resolutions. 
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